SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE 
SARL NEWS SUNDAY 10 JULY 2005 


You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio 
League, the National Society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news 
bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 Central Africa Time (CAT) in 
Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English. 


This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za, on 
packet bulletin boards and on Echolink from Chris, ZS6FCS. Willem, ZS6ALL, 
will be relaying the bulletin on 3 695 kHz SSB on a temporary basis. Offers 
from volunteers for relaying on this frequency and with good reception from the 
145,725 MHz repeater in Pretoria will be welcomed. Please submit your offers 
to George, ZS6NE, by email to gth@absamail.co.za. Regrettably no offers had 
been forthcoming during the past week. 


In the news today: 


ZR’S WATCH THOSE FREQUENCIES; DON’T PUT YOUR LICENSE IN 
JEOPARDY 


SARL RTA OPEN DAY A FEAST FOR HOME CONSTRUCTORS 
MORE DONATIONS FOR SARL IARU FUND 
ANOTHER AFRICAN SIX METRE EME FIRST 


Stay tuned for more detail on these and other news items. Visit the SARL Web 
site or call the SARL office, which is open on weekdays from 09:00 to 13:00 at 
011 675 2393 for details on how to join, book sales and all related amateur radio 
activities. 


SARLNews depends on clubs and individuals for news of interest to radio am- 
ateurs. The one and only way to ensure that your contribution reaches SARL- 
News is to place it in the correct place on web site of the SARL, which is 
www.sarl.org.za/newsinbox.asp not later than the Thursday preceding the bul- 
letin date. There is no guarantee that your contribution will reach SARLNews, 
or be included in a bulletin, if it is sent in any other way or later than Thursday 
evenings. It will also be appreciated if you could do it in both Afrikaans and 
English. 


ZR’S WATCH THOSE FREQUENCIES; DON’T PUT YOUR LICENSE IN 
JEOPARDY 


When the amendments to the radio regulations were published in February this 
year, ZR licence holders were for the first time given HF privileges. There are 
however some restrictions that are imposed by the regulations. 


While ZR’s have full access to the 160, 80 and 40 metre bands, the regulations 
limit use of frequencies in the 20, 15 and 10 metre bands. ZR licensees may 
operate in the following band segments: 


20 metres 14 070 - 14 099 kHz, 14,225 - 14 250 kHz 15 metres 21,070 - 21 120 
and 21 300 - 21 450 kHz 10 metres 28 050 - 28 150 and 28 300 - 28 500 kHz 


ZR’s are well advised to observe these restrictions to ensure that they are not 
putting their license in jeopardy. [ACSA has informed the SARL that they 
have observed operation by ZR’s outside the allocated band segments and that 
they will not hesitate to take action and revoke licenses if the violation of the 
regulations continue. 


“With the upgrade process now in place, I invite ZR’s to consider upgrading 
to a full ZS License”, SARL President Graham Hartlett, ZS6GJH, said. “Full 
details are now available on the SARL web pages at www.sarl.org.za”. 


SARL RTA OPEN DAY A FEAST FOR HOME CONSTRUCTORS 


The SARL Radio Technology in Action open day on 20 August will provide 
lots of activity for home constructors. During a two hour slot in the lecture 
programme Haydn Stanley, ZS6AZJ, will talk about QRP Construction and 
Pseudo Surface Mounting of Components and Bob Innes, ZS6RZ, will discuss 
Wire Antennas and Electronic/Radio kits. The first draft of the programme is 
now available on the SARL web at www.sarl.org.za. 


The entrance fee is R20 which includes participation in the attendance draw 
with some very substantial prizes. Listen to next week’s SARL News for more 
detail. In the interim diarise the date, 20 August at the SARL National Amateur 
Radio Centre. 


MORE DONATIONS FOR SARL IARU FUND 


The SARL IARU fund now stands at R18 661. A large number of Radio Am- 
ateurs have included contributions to the fund in their annual SARL Subscrip- 
tion renewals. The list is too long to read out on SARLNEWS. The donors have 
been acknowledged on the SA Amateur Radio Development Trust web pages at 
www.amateurradio.org.za. Thank you for your contribution. 


ANOTHER AFRICAN SIX METRE EME FIRST 


Another African Six Metre EME First was scored by Paul, ZS6NK, when he 
completed a contact with Rolf, PY1RO, to work the last continent necessary 
for his 50 MHz EME Worked All Continents Award application. Paul and Rolf 
have attempted a number of moonbounce schedules over the past two years, 
but a combination of poor propagation, equipment failures and local noise at 
one end of the path or the other have prevented the contact being made until 
now. This is probably only the second six metre EME WAC in the world to be 
completed and both of these operators are to be congratulated for a great effort. 
Very well done gentlemen! 


CLUB COMPETITION 


For the past two months, the Bloemfontein Radio Amateur Club has been run- 
ning a competition with a year membership of the SARL as prize. All that was 


required to enter the competition was membership of the Bloemfontein RAC 
and reporting in after club bulletins. On Tuesday 5 July 2005 the draw was 
made at the club meeting and the winner of a year’s membership of the SARL 
is Marthina Botha, ZS4MB. Congratulations Marthina! 


MORSE CODE NEWS 
This and the next news item has been obtained from WIA News. 


In just over two years ago a decision was taken at the WRC 2003 that Morse code 
proficiency would not be a mandatory requirement for access the HF amateur 
bands and many countries ended the code requirement. What has been the 
effect? 


There appears to be no sign of a demise of CW interest and operation. Listen to 
the HF bands and often there are more simultaneous CW contacts than there 
are on phone. 


DXpeditions and some special event stations demonstrate that those which in- 
clude CW in their operation have great successes. 


Contesting is another area of CW strength. Morse code operator clubs are 
attracting new members. 


Requests for CW learning materials regularly appear on the ham wanted and 
for sale sites, along with second hand straight keys and paddles. Manufacturers 
of paddles seem to be doing very well. New model ham rigs continue to have 
in-built CW keyers. 


Samuel Finley Breese Morse would indeed be pleased to hear that the telegraphic 
code which bears his name, and created a revolution in world communications, 
is being conserved for the future by radio amateurs. 


HISTORIC MORSE CODE RADIO STATION RETURNS TO THE AIR 


In the sixth annual event that has become known as the “Night of Nights”, 
historic Morse code station KPH will return to the air in commemoration of the 
last commercial Morse message sent in the United States. 


This year’s “Night of Nights” is special: it’s the 100th anniversary of KPH. 


Station KSM will appear on the air at 00:01 UTC on 13 July as well as four 
other US coast stations, several of them on MF in addition to HF. 


KPH, the ex-RCA coast station, located north of San Francisco, will be sending 
traffic lists, weather and press broadcasts as well as special commemorative 
messages, many of which will be sent by hand. 


KPH will transmit on 4 247, 6 477,5, 8 642, 12 808,5, 17 016,8 and 22 477,5 kHz 
on HF and 500 and 426 kHz on MF. 


KPH operators will listen for calls from ships on ITU Channel 3 in all bands. 
The Channel 3 frequencies are 4 184, 6 276, 8 368, 12 552, 16 736 and 22 280,5 


kHz on HF and 500 kHz on MF. 


Further information may be found on the Maritime Radio Historical Society 
Web site at http://www.radiomarine.org. 


Reception reports may be sent to: Ms. DA Stoops P.O. Box 381 Bolinas CA 
94924-0381 USA 


PROPAGATION CONDITIONS 


What follows has been obtained from the report of Tad Cook, K7RA, of Seattle, 
Washington, on the ARRL web. 


The Earth-facing disc of the sun went through a tremendous change over the past 
couple of weeks, ranging from a sunspot number of zero on June 26 to a reading 
of 192 on July 4. Along with this, geomagnetic conditions were very stable, 
an ideal combination for HF operators. The average daily sunspot number for 
the previous reporting week was only 19, but it jumped to more than 154 this 
week—a huge change. Average mid-latitude A index was lower by two points, 
with the planetary A index down by nearly five. 


The July 4 sunspot number of 192 was the highest reading since November 26, 
2003. 


On July 7, an explosion near sunspot 786-currently aimed squarely toward 
Earth—hurled a coronal mass ejection that’s expected to cause a mild geomag- 
netic storm. Sunspot numbers for June 30 through July 6 were 96, 122, 168, 
179, 192, 181 and 1438, with a mean of 154,4. 


DIARY OF EVENTS 


24 July - Boland ARC 40-metre Contest; 31 July - Closing date for Siemens 
Radio Amateur of the Year nominations; 20 August - RTA Open day at the 
NARC. 


The SARL invites you to listen today at 10:00 to Amateur Radio Mirror Inter- 
national on 17 565, 7 205, and 7 082 kHz and many 2 m repeaters in different 
areas. A repeat broadcast can be heard on Mondays at 21:00 CAT on 3 215 
kHz. 


Telkom and Sentech sponsor ARMI. 


This then brings us to the end of today’s bulletin, which was compiled by George, 
ZS6NE, and read by .........from......... as a service to radio amateurs, short wave 
listeners and electronic enthusiasts. 


You have been listening to ZS6SRL and thank you for having joined us. Also 
many thanks to those persons who supply news for our bulletins and the ama- 
teurs who relay the bulletins so regularly. 


Goodbye everyone. 


/EX 


